English tasks w/c 11th January
	Day
	Task one
	Task two
	My Story: Roman Invasion task
	Alternative task

	Monday
	Read for 30 minutes then make brief notes or discuss what you have read
	Practise spellings for 15 minutes
	Look at the cover of the book.  Write a prediction about what the book is about (From the front cover, I predict...)
Look at the blurb - Kindle edition, see the Amazon webpage book description (From the blurb, I predict...)
Read chapters 1 and 2.  Write a list of things you learn about the Romans; look up the meaning of any words you don’t understand using a dictionary or Word Hippo.  Write a definition of each.
Look again at page one – write your own description of day break – remember to include interesting descriptive words and punctuate it correctly.
	The book begins with the following paragraph:
The night had been pitch dark and was now turning the grey and red of just before dawn. The sun had not yet risen, but its early red streaks could be seen making patterns in the distant sky.  Owls still hooted, and foxes and badgers and other creatures of the night moved through the forest, heading home before the daylight exposed them to predators of their own. 
Write a couple of sentences to explain what this paragraph is describing.  Do you think it is a good way to start a book?  Explain your answer.
Now write your own description of day break – remember to include interesting descriptive words and punctuate it correctly.

Read a book, magazine or online article for 20 minutes.

	Tuesday
	Read for 30 minutes then make brief notes or discuss what you have read
	Copy out a paragraph from the book you are reading, concentrating on your spelling and handwriting
	Read chapters 3, 4 and 5 of the book.
Write a list of things you learn about the Romans; look up the meaning of any words you don’t understand using a dictionary or Word Hippo.  Write a definition of each.

At the end of chapter 5, Bran learns that Pentheus has been taken prisoner.  Who was he taken prisoner by and why is Bran surprised by his answer?  Do you think this affects how Pentheus treats Bran?  Explain your answers using what you have read.
	Chapter three of the book begins:
The next day I was taken from the room where they kept my mother, Aithne and me, and brought out into the courtyard of the fort.  The chains had been taken off me, but my wrists were tied together with thick rope, and a noose had been fixed around my neck.  One of the Roman soldiers held the other end of the rope as if I were a horse on a lead.  The soldier gave a sharp tug and I tumbled forward into the daylight of the fort.
The main character, Bran, who is telling the story is a Brigante (a member of a native tribe) who has been captured by the Romans.
Answer the following questions:
1. What has happened to Bran?
2. How is he being treated by the Romans?
3. How do you think Bran feels and why?

Read a book, magazine or online article for 20 minutes.

	Wednesday
	Read for 30 minutes then make brief notes or discuss what you have read
	Practise spellings for 15 minutes
	Read chapters 6 and 7 of the book.
Write a list of things you learn about the Romans; look up the meaning of any words you don’t understand using a dictionary or Word Hippo.  Write a definition of each.

In chapter 6, Bran describes the ‘rite of Gotha’ (see extract in ‘alternative task’)
Imagine Bran spending three days and nights alone in the mountains.  How would you feel?  What might you see or do?  Write a first-person recount (diary) as though you are Bran – use the extract above and your imagination.

	In chapter 6, Bran explains that:
Although I was only eleven years old I had already been through the rite of Gotha, which meant spending three days and three nights on the mountain with no weapons and nothing but a covering of animal skin. First I’d had to make a knife from stone, shaping flint against flint to give me a stone with a finely sharpened edge. Then I’d had to make a shelter, and a short spear using timber from the forest. Cunning and bravery in the face of fear – that is the way of the Carvetii warrior.

Imagine Bran spending three days and nights alone in the mountains.  How would you feel?  What might you see or do?  Write a first-person recount (diary) as though you are Bran – use the extract above and your imagination.

Read a book, magazine or online article for 20 minutes.

	Thursday
	Read for 30 minutes then make brief notes or discuss what you have read
	Do the Romans comprehension (30 minutes approx)
	Read chapter 8.  Write a prediction about what you think will happen next (I predict ... because...) Remember to use what you have just read to explain your prediction.

Read chapter 9.  Write a list of things you learn about the Romans; look up the meaning of any words you don’t understand using a dictionary or Word Hippo.  Write a definition of each.
	Chapter 8 ends:
We were almost at the cart when suddenly there was a loud cry from about a hundred yards away to the north. We turned, and out from behind the trees and bushes rushed a party of half-naked men, their bodies painted with blue patterns, waving spears and swords, all shrieking and yelling as they ran towards us. We were under attack!

The Roman soldiers are being attacked by a local tribe.  Write a couple of paragraphs to show might happen next – write in first person (I/we) as though you are one of the soldiers.

Read a book, magazine or online article for 20 minutes.

	Friday
	Read for 30 minutes then make brief notes or discuss what you have read
	Ask an adult to read the dictation – think carefully about how to spell every word!
Practise all the words you get wrong (10 – 20 minutes)
	Extended write (‘yellow book’ task!)

Imagine you could meet anyone in the world – who would it be and what would you want to do with them?  It could be your favourite popstar, footballer, author, politician or activist (living or dead).  You might spend the day shopping, training, showing them your home or our school, visiting their house, etc.

Write a diary entry describing your day and how you feel about it.  Remember to include interesting words, correct punctuation and include some dialogue (talking) using the correct punctuation.



